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Intro-
• The New Testament is full of letters to Churches just like ours. In these letters we 

find teaching relevant to our lives today.
• If the Apostle Paul was alive today on the earth and he was to write a letter to us as 

a Church what would it say? What areas would he address? How would we feel 
having such a spiritual person speak into our lives?

• We will look at such a letter today written to a Church which was really struggling. 
This Church was not necessarily struggling with numbers, but struggling with 
maturity. It was packed with pastoral problems. Paul had started it in Corinth on his 
second missionary journey (see Acts 18). He spent a year and a half with them until 
moving to the next place. He would return to Corinth later, but while he was away all 
sorts of horrendous problems plagued the Church.

• Today we will look, not at how Paul addressed the pastoral problems, but how he 
introduced the letter. It his wording we will find answers to how we are to view 
pastoral problems when they occur in those around us.

Read 1Cor 1:1-9

The gracious introduction to this letter of correction teaches us the following:

To always look for the good in people and situations
• There was plenty of bad in the Church in Corinth. Corinth=a city of iniquity (the 

temple of Aphrodite there had about 1,000 priestesses, religious prostitutes, to 
'Corinthianise' was an ancient saying meaning to commit gross immorality) and this 
had slipped into the Church- a man was hitched up with his mother-in-law (1Cor 
5:1). Also worldliness had got in- divisions were rife (1:10-4:21). People in the 
congregation were taking each other to court (1Cor 6:1-8). Pride had come in- gifts 
were being used for show and self rather than to build up the body. Selfishness-
people had become inconsiderate- the rich were scoffing the food and getting drunk 
at the Lord's table and the poor were missing out. People in the Church had 
become physically sick and some had died through complete disrespect for the 
Lord's supper. Heresy had come in- some were saying that there is no resurrection 
(1Cor 15:12). They were a motley crew.

• However, despite the difficulties, Paul started his letter on a positive, encouraging 
note. We need to learn from this when we have to approach each other to bring 
godly correction. The 'sandwich' principle.

• Despite the pastoral problems present, Paul addresses them as 'saints' and 
'sanctified' v2. Paul is emphasising the perfect work of Jesus on the cross for them- 
they are justified-declared righteous in God's sight. Paul in 2Cor 4:16-17 says that 
we are to no longer regard anyone according to the flesh- this means we need to 
learn to see everyone through God's lenses. God will also empower them the walk 
holy (sanctification- experiential righteousness).

• Not unreality, so that you ignore things which need addressing- this letter corrected 
what needed correcting. 

• Develop the ability to see the good. Cup half empty or half-full
 In some parts of Mexico hot springs and cold springs are found side by side -- and because of the convenience 
of this natural phenomenon the women often bring their laundry and boil their clothes in the hot springs and 
then rinse them in the cold ones.  A tourist, who was watching this procedure commented to his Mexican friend 



and guide: “I imagine that they think God is pretty generous to supply such ample, clean hot and cold water 
here side by side for their free use.”  The guide replied, “No señor, there is much grumbling because He 
supplies no soap. What about me?

• Perceiving God's grace leads to a thankful attitude. Ungratefulness and complaining 
occurs when we refuse to see or acknowledge the grace of God either in situations, 
in ourselves or in others. Phil 4:4- rejoice in the Lord always! Col 3:15 'Be thankful'.
When Matthew Henry was robbed, that very night he prayed: "I thank Thee, first, because I was never robbed 
before; second, because although they took my purse, they did not take my life; third, because although they 
took my all, it was not much; and fourth, because it was I who was robbed, and not I who robbed."

That God gives good gifts, even to messed up people
• There was a powerful initial response to the gospel in Corinth, even though when 

Paul spoke the gospel there he was nervous and not the best of speakers (1Cor 
2:1-5). The Holy Spirit moved powerfully and many became Christians and were 
filled with the Holy Spirit and moved in spiritual gifts. However, despite their gifts 
there were horrendous problems in their lives.

• The difference between a gift and wages. A gift is simply that- a gift. It is something 
we have not earned or worked for. Salvation and spiritual gifts are not wages, but 
free gifts given to the hungry, given to those who believe. They are not rewards for 
service. In 2001 the Sun newspaper reported that a woman, Susan Anderson wanted £4,000 pounds to pay 
off debts. The Halifax bank, which uses the slogan, "Always giving you extra," did just that and sent her a check 
for nearly nine million pounds. "I know the slogan, but this was ridiculous," Anderson, 51, told The Sun 
newspaper. The mother of two didn't spot the error at first. "It's only when I looked at it later that I thought: 
'That's not right,'" she said. "At first I thought it was for 8,000 pounds, twice what I wanted. Then I looked at it 
again and realized that there was this huge figure that seemed to go on for ever," said Anderson, who is now 
expecting a new check for the right amount. The single mother of two from Gloucestershire in western England 
alerted the bank to the mistake, but not before photocopying the check and showing it to her workmates. She 
also admitted dreaming about how to spend the money. "Since getting it I've been round the world 20 times in 
my head spending it. I could certainly do some serious damage to money of that kind, and I need it," she said. A 
spokesman for the bank told The Sun a computer error was behind the blunder. Grace is being able to keep the 
gift, even though we don't deserve to.

• Jesus said 'it is not the healthy who need a doctor, but the sick- I have not come to 
call the righteous, but sinners to repent'. This was good news for Paul, who was the 
'chief of sinners' because he actually persecuted the Church (so he became the 
prime example of the grace of God to us). It was also good news for the 
Corinthians- they weren't about to lose their gifts because of inappropriate use of 
gifts, rather they could by the grace of God get back on track.

• We need to know the message of grace for us- that God wants to give good gifts so 
that we have 'come short in no gift'- 1Cor 1:7. That tongues is not a badge for good 
behaviour. That prophecy is not for the super-mature. In scripture when people 
believed they received prayer for the Holy Spirit and were filled and exercised 
spiritual gifts straight away (Acts 10:44-46; Acts 19:6). Have you been filled with the 
Holy Spirit?

• We need to accept that sometimes God uses people we don't like very much. Also 
sometimes they might be more anointed than us! Just as God is gracious, so too 
should we be. The disciples tried to stop people who were casting out demons and 
were not part of their group- Jesus discouraged this action, saying that those who 
weren't against them were for them.

• Maybe we need to forgive ourselves for something we have done, and stir up the 
gifts that we know are in us- it is all of grace.

That God is faithful and will finish what He started in us
• Two psychiatrists were at a convention.  As they visiting, one asked, “What was your most difficult case?” The 

other replied, “I had a patient who lived in a pure fantasy world.  He believed that an uncle in South America 
was going to die and leave him a fortune.  All day long he waited for a letter to arrive from an attorney.  He 
never went out, he never did anything, he merely sat around and waited for this fantasy letter from this fantasy 
uncle.  I worked with this man eight years.” “What was the result?” “It was an eight-year struggle.  Every day for 
eight years, but I finally cured him... then that stupid letter arrived!” 



• Jesus will present us blameless before God the Father
• Therefore we can eagerly await the return of Christ (1Cor 1:7), not be dreading it!
• God chose us in Christ before the foundation of the world to be blameless before 

Him- Eph 1:4. What part did we have to play in this decision? None- the world had 
not been created. Therefore it is all of God. We thought it was all of us when we 
chose to follow Christ, but it turns out to be all of Him. Therefore our salvation is 
secure. While we were 'without strength Christ died for the ungodly'-Rom 5:6. If 
whilst we were ungodly He died for us, how much more, now that we are godly will 
he accept us (Rom 5:9)?

• What does blameless mean? Blameless. It means what it says on the tin. 
Justification- being declared righteaous. Greek word Tetelestai, which in our version of the 
Scripture is translated, "It is finished."  Archaeologists have repeatedly found its Latin equivalent, consummatum 
est, scrawled across tax receipts used in those days, indicating it also meant "paid."  With sin's account settled, 
our debt of guilt was indeed wiped out!

• Read Rom 8:28-30- Predestined, called, justified, glorified. He has predestined you, 
called you, justified you, of course He is going to glorify you on the day He returns!

• God is faithful (1Cor 1:9) by whom we were called. If the One who called us were 
not trustworthy, faithful always, perhaps we would be left in doubt. But His very 
name is Faithful (Rev 19:11). Although we might be unfaithful to Him, He cannot be 
anything but faithful to us, as He cannot deny who He is (2Tim 2:13).

• T-shirt saying 'Be patient with me- God hasn't finished with me yet'. 'Work-in-
progress'. Be patient with yourself. Be patient with others. Nurture the good in all 
people. Bring all to their full potential in Christ.

The hymn-writer Fanny Crosby wrote more than 6,000 gospel songs. Although blinded by an illness at the age 
of six weeks, she never became bitter.  One time a preacher sympathetically remarked, "I think it is great pity 
that the Master did not give you sight when He showered so many other gifts upon you."  She replied quickly, 
"Do you know that if at birth I had been able to make one petition, it would have been that I should be born 
blind?"  "Why?" asked the surprised clergyman.  "Because when I get to heaven, the first face that shall ever 
gladden my sight will be that of my Savior!" One of Miss Crosby's hymns was so personal that for years she 
kept it to herself.  One day at a Bible conference in Northfield, Massachusetts, Miss Crosby was asked by D. L. 
Moody to give a personal testimony.  At first she hesitated, then quietly rose and said, 'There is one hymn I 
have written which has never been published.  I call it my soul's poem.  Sometimes when I am troubled, I repeat 
it to myself, for it brings comfort to my heart.'  She then recited while many wept, 'Someday the silver cord will 
break, and I no more as now shall sing; but oh, the joy when I shall wake within the palace of the King!  And I 
shall see Him face to face, and tell the story-saved by grace!'"  At the age of 95, Fanny Crosby passed into glory 
and saw the face of Jesus. That's the sure hope of every child of God!

Summary
From Paul's introduction to his letter of correction to the Church in Corinth we learn:

• To always look for the good in people and situations
• That God gives good gifts, even to messed up people
• That God is faithful and will finish what He started in us

Song: I will praise You all my life

Ministry
Prayer to receive Holy Spirit and spiritual gifts



Unity Takes Humility

Brynmawr Family Church Sermon
Stuart Wheatman, Sunday 23rd Oct 2010

Intro-
• Last time we looked at Paul's introduction to a letter to the Church at Corinth and 

noted that although there we various pastoral problems to address he started off on 
a positive note reminding them about the good things God has done in their lives.

• This week we will look at the first pastoral situation that Paul addresses in his letter- 
that of division within the Church. In so doing we will bring out some key concepts 
we can live out to promote unity in our congregation.

Read 1Cor 1:10-16

Unity is more important than personal preference- v12 & 13
• In order to understand what's going on here in Corinth it's necessary to know a little 

bit of the background. The culture of the time was heavily influenced by Greek 
culture. In Greece, philosophy was very popular, as was the art of rhetoric. Rhetoric 
is the art of using language to communicate effectively and persuasively 
(wikipedia). It was (and still is) vital in politics, but was also relevant to other areas. 
Sophists were gifted teachers who travelled to different places and taught people 
wisdom- Pythagoras was a famous sophist. They were trained in rhetoric and spoke 
skillfully and persuasively. Plato criticized the Sophists for using rhetoric as a 
means of deceit instead of discovering truth- just as today in some high level 
American court cases people have been left wondering whether the superstar was 
actually innocent, or got off because of the skills of their lawyers. Corinth was not 
influenced by Television as we are today, but as a city was heavily influenced by 
people who were skilled in public speaking- they were respected and admired.

• The situation in the Church at Corinth was that there was a split in opinion 
particularly concerning the preaching of Paul and that of Apollos. Paul was trained 
under a Jewish Rabbi, Gamaliel (Acts 22:3) and was an excellent scholar, and 
powerful preacher, but didn't come from a background of training in the art of 
rhetoric. Apollos, according to Acts 18:24 was an eloquent speaker, which probably 
means that he had a background of training in rhetoric (even though he needed to 
be shown the finer points in theology by Aquila and Priscilla- Acts 18:26!). He came 
from a centre of learning- Alexandria, where there was the famous world-famed 
library was. In 2Cor 10:10 Paul defends himself against people who say his letters 
are weighty, but not his public speaking which they described as 'contemptible'. At 
Athens in Acts 17:18 when certain philosophers hear him speaking they say 'what 
does this babber want to say?'

• What about us? We are bound to have our favourite preachers. We like their style. 
We feel 'fed' when they speak. Vote for favourite style of music between- Rock, 
Classical, Country, Folk, Funk. We could do a similar thing with T.D Jakes, Nicky 
Gumbel, David Pawson, Bill Johnson, Terry Virgo. Whatever our favourite 
preachers are there will be people who disagree. We could do the same with our 
favourite worship leaders Reuben Morgan, Darlene Zschech, Tim Hughes, Stuart 
Townsend, Graham Kendrick. We could do the same in our local church. Reben 
Morgan appreciation Churches, Nicky Gumbel appreciation Churches. There are 
approximately 38,000 Christian denominations in the world (Christianity Today). 
Let's decide today not to allow our personal preferences to divide us. 

• Sometimes the phrase 'I belong to ...(whatever god)' was inscribed into objects and 



left in temples. At Corinth in archaelogical digs a bronze dedication had the 
statement 'I belong to Aphrodite', and in the Asklepieion (healing temple) 
archaeologists found bowl with the inscription 'I belong to Apollo'. Perhaps Paul was 
hinting at this language when he quoted them as saying 'I am of Apollos'- they were 
basically getting into hero worship. When we do the same with our favourite 
Christian ministries at the expense of others we also are becoming worshippers of 
people rather that realising they are just servants. Paul concludes in 1Cor 4:1 that 
we should look at all ministers as purely servants- the focus is to be Jesus. Isn't it 
better to have the attitude- 'I'm going to worship God no matter who is leading' or 
'I'm going to listen to what God has to say to me no matter who it is though'?

Read 1Cor 1:17-25

Unity is rooted in the simple message of the cross- v23 & 24
• It wasn't just the style of preaching that was dividing this Church, it was also the 

content. People were saying that Apollos' teaching was a lot 'deeper' than Paul's.
• Paul had to correct this by making it clear that he was only laying a foundation and 

giving them the basics of the gospel (feeding them milk, because they weren't ready 
for solid food- 1Cor 3:2), but that Apollos was building upon the foundation laid 
(bringing more complex teaching- 1Cor 3:10). However, the division amongst them 
indicated that although they were eager for the 'deeper' teaching they needed to go 
back to the basics of how to love one another (1Cor 3:2-3).

• Our foundation for unity is that we have accepted the simple message of the cross- 
something many others cannot do. Children can understand the message of the 
gospel. Cults wander away from the simplicity of the message of grace with all sorts 
of 'deep' and complex teaching which sounds amazing ('you need to know this'), but 
is in reality clap-trap. God wants us to grow in knowledge and anointing, but never 
at the expense of letting go of the basic gospel truths. That's why we regularly do 
communion.

• The message of the cross is for all people groups no matter how irrelevant they 
may think it is, in reality it is the single most important revelation that all mankind 
needs to get a hold of. Paul uses 2 illustrative examples of people groups and what 
each group are looking for. On the surface the message might appear irrelevant, 
but the opposite is true.

• The Jews look for a display of power- a sign and a wonder to prove that Jesus 
was the King who had the power to release them from bondage (Pharisees asked 
Jesus for a sign after all the miracles they had seen, so Jesus gave them the sign of 
Jonah- resurrection). The cross seemed like weakness and failure (1Cor 1:23 says 
'scandalon'=scandlous, offensive) to a Jew awaiting a triumphal Messiah ('cursed is 
anyone hung on a tree'- Deut 21:23). However, the opposite is true; the cross is 
God's ultimate display of power- one single sacrifice powerful enought to cover 
billions  upon billions of sins that had no other way of being purged. Also Jesus 
conquers that which noone else was powerful enough to- death. The resurrection is 
Jesus' ultimate miracle- it was the focus of the gospel message in the early church.

• The Greeks were into their wisdom. They wanted a deep message that made 
logical sense, but to put hopes in someone who was executed like a criminal 
seemed foolishness. However, the opposite is true; the cross is God's ultimate 
display of wisdom- how sinful mankind can be reconciled to a sinless God, how 
God's justice and mercy are both satisfied legally in one loving transaction.

• As we grow in our knowledge (wisdom) and anointing (power) let's never lose the 
sense of awe and appreciation and emphasis on what Jesus has done for us on the 
cross and in His resurrection- these are the foundations of our faith- if we lose these 



we have nothing. A building without a foundation will collapse- we need the 
foundation of the grace of the gospel. Truth needs to be digested- it is no good 
putting more food in if it causes you to vomit what has gone in before.
Doughnuts. Eric "Badlands" Booker in 2002 consumed 49 glazed doughnuts in only eight minutes. The amount 
of calories in that serving is eye-popping 9,800. Ice Cream. Ed Jarvis is World Ice Cream Eating Champion. It 
took little effort for him to devour one gallon, nine ounces of vanilla ice cream in 12 minutes. Imagine that ice 
cream headache. Hot Dogs. In 2007, Joey Chestnut consumed 66 hot dogs in 12 minutes. Pickled Jalapenos. 
63-year-old Richard LeFevre ate 247 pickled jalapeno peppers in eight minutes. Some reports say he didn't 
even break a sweat.  Christian growth is not a speed eating competition- digest each 
course. The Corinthians needed to live what they had learnt. It ain’t the parts of the Bible 
that I can’t understand that bother me, it is the parts that I do understand. – Mark Twain.

Read 1Cor 1:26-31

Unity comes from humiliy- v30 & 31
• In order to deal with disunity issues Paul knew that he had to address the pride 

issue that was behind it. He points out that very few of them were 'anybodies' 
before coming to Christ, but now Christ has made them a 'somebody'- Christ has 
become our wisdom- we are not wise without Him.

• One of the things that those who practised the principles of rhetoric were skilled at 
doing was blowing their own trumpet. This is a quote from a man called Dio 
Chrysostom who was trained in rhetoric. Regarding his arriving in major cities 
including Rome he claims he would be:
.. 'escouted with much enthusiasm.. the recipients of my visits being grateful for my presence and begging me 
to address them and advise them and flocking about my doors from early dawn, all without my having incurred 
any expense or having made any contribution, with the result that all would admire me'.

• 1Cor 1:8- 'knowledge puffs up but love builds up'. We need to be so careful as we 
grow in knowledge and power (gifting) that we don't think we are the source of it all 
and become arrogant and proud, taking the glory to ourselves. Pride leads to selfish 
ambition and envy- competition one against the other. The cure of all of this is to 
realise it is all 'according to God's grace which was given to me'- 1Cor 3:10 and 
1Cor 4:7 'what do you have that you did not receive? Now if you did indeed receive 
it why do you boast as if you had not received it?'

• v31 boasting should be in what God has done rather than self-promotion.

Summary
• Unity is more important than personal preference
• Unity is rooted in the simple message of the cross
• Unity comes from humiliy

Song: You have become for us wisdom

Communion
• An average of 171,000 Christians worldwide are martyred for their faith per year 

(Christianity Today).
• Expressing our unity with the persecuted Church



Dare to Discipline

Brynmawr Family Church Sermon
Stuart Wheatman, Sunday 27th Nov 2010

Intro-
• In part 1 of Corinthians we looked at Paul's introduction to his letter to the Church 

and noted Paul's ability to celebrate the grace of God in the lives of the believers at 
Corinth despite the serious pastoral problems they displayed.

• In part 2 of Corinthians we looked at the first pastoral situation that Paul addressed 
in his letter- that of division within the Church. In so doing we noted that unity is 
more important than personal preference. Unity is strengthened through a shared 
theology built on the foundation of the simple message of the cross. Unity takes 
humiliy.

• This week we will look at how Paul addresses serious moral sin which has come 
into the Church. In so doing we will gain God's perspective on what our stance 
should be where individuals refuse to address blatant sin.

Read 1Cor 5 & 6

The Church must set the example in morality- 'you truly are unleavened' (v7)
• The situation here is that a man was having sexual relations with his step-mother. 

This was shocking even for the pagan society of the time.
• Recent examples of moral failures in the Church- Catholic scandal of child abuse. 

Homosexuality in the Anglican Church. Leaders whom we respect messing up 
morally. Is this something new? What should our response be?

• Our response must first be that we should not tolerate sin. Paul uses an illustration 
to help the Corinthians understand this. He uses the picture of the Jewish feast of 
Unleavened Bread (which was a 7-day observance starting the day after Passover). 
Read Ex 12:15. The Israelites observed Passover on their last day as slaves in 
Egypt. The very next day was the Exodus- they only had time to eat unleavened 
bread as they rushed out of the land of bondage and became free. The feast of 
unleavened bread thus takes place on the very same day that the Jews came out of 
bondage, and it was and still in a reminder of going from slavery to freedom. For the 
Christians, it reminds us of being set free from sin, following Jesus' death on the 
cross for us, which was also on the same day as Passover, to give the Passover its 
fullest meaning.

• According to Jewish scholar Arnold Fruchtenbaum there are 3 key ceremonies 
Jews perform relating to the cleansing of the leaven:
1. The search for the leaven- Performed night before Passover- they go through all the house looking for any 
scattered pieces of leaven. Now custom to make sure there is some to find- dad goes to 10 corners of the 
house to sprinkle crumbs of leavened bread, then followed by his kids picks up the crumbs with a spoon and a 
feather, dumps it in a linen napkinand wraps the napkin around the spoon and feather ready to be disposed of.
2. The renunciation of the leaven- When they are sure all the leaven has been found they recite a special 
blessing in case there is some undiscovered leaven still in the house. With this special blessing any 
undiscovered leaven is nullified.
3. The burning of the leaven- this is done the morning of the first night of Passover- all leaven discovered is 
burned in a special bonfire, signifying this Jewish home is now ready and worthy to eat the Passover.

• Leaven is a picture of sin (v8). Just as the Jews go throughout their house looking 
for any leaven and thoroughly disposing of it, we need to allow the Holy Spirit to do 
the same in every room of our lives. We need to not play with sin or entertain it, but 
to deal decisively with it. We do this through confession and repentance (1John 1:8-
9).

• Jesus is the true unleavened bread- i.e. He really had no sin (unleavened bread is 



like a cracker, but to be 'cosher' it must be striped and pieced many times to allow 
the air to escape to prevent any rising. Jesus was also striped and pierced). He is 
also our passover lamb- the sacrifice which takes away our sin, so that we too 
become like unleavened bread. Therefore we too are to live as sanctified because 
that is what we really are- see v7. Paul gives the metaphorical picture for this in v8. 
We are saved from sin, so we are to live like we are saved from it- are you?

• If a little bit of leaven was left in the bread it would affect the whole loaf (v6). In the 
same way, if we allow blatant sin to remain in our lives and in the Church 
unchecked it will spread. Unrepentant sin becomes addictive. Unrepentant people 
influence others to follow their example. When leaders fall people can be quick to 
use their error as an excuse to also sin. Disappointment and disillusionment then 
also become lame excuses to sin.

• Leaven is also a picture of pride- it make the bread expand or 'puff up'. 'Puffed up'-
v2 refers to their pride in how much they thought they knew- see 4:10,18. Paul has 
already addressed their pride, thinking they know it all by highlighting that whilst 
there are divisions amongst them they are still worldly. Now he points out that whilst 
they are proudly thinking they are further on than Paul himself they have a 
humungous blind spot which is so serious they should rather be weeping in 
repentance. What about us? Do we sometimes equate knowledge with maturity, all 
the while sweeping certain sins under the carpet?

• The world is looking at the Church- we are the light of the world according to Jesus. 
How are we doing? How are you doing? Like the Church in Corinth are we doing 
anything that would even shock unbelievers?

We must dare to discipline
• Paul says in v3 that even though he is absent he has already judged the man who 

did this.  Paul was not afraid to challenge sin and bring discipline into play. He 
encourages them to also do the same as if he were with them, because in spirit he 
is with them. I do not personally think that this means that Paul is talking about his 
spirit-man travelling to be present at Corinth, although this is not to discount it as a 
possibility (Paul went to the third Heaven 2Cor 12:1-4), however, more likely he is 
talking about his agreement with disciplining the one who has sinned.

• Is it right to judge?
Is there a contradiction here with 4:3-5? I believe that in 4:3-5 Paul is saying that we should not glory in certain 
leaders, treating them like heroes, but rather view them as God's stewards- it is God's job to ultimately judge 
whether they have been obedient to their calling, not ours. Also Jesus said 'judge not, that you be not judged'- 
here Jesus is, I believe, speaking about us not having an over-critical spirit always critisizing others or it will 
come back to bite us.
However, here Paul makes it clear- we are to judge a believer who is willfully 
engaging in a sinful lifestyle and causing the gospel to fall into disrepute. Paul 
makes it clear however, that we are not to judge non-Christians (1:12-13)- God will 
judge them, but we are to bring godly discipline to those within the Church for their 
benefit and the benefit of the body.

• There is a difference between how we deal with someone caught in a sin and 
someone who is in rebellion and denial. The former should be restored gently by 
those who are spiritual in the Church (Gal 6:1), but they must watch they too aren't 
tempted.

• What about those blatantly unrepentant? Going back to the analogy of leaven, the 
punishment for anyone found with leaven in their house was excommunication from 
the camp of Israel (Ex 12:15 ). Paul refers to this practise when he speaks about 
cutting association with the man who is sinning in Corinth. He encourages the 
Corinthians to 'purge out the old leaven' (5:7), 'mourn that he who has done this 
deed might be taken from among them' (5:2), 'deliver such a one over to Satan 
for the destruction of the flesh, that his spirit may be saved in the day of the Lord 



Jesus' (5:5), 'not to keep company...eat' (5:11). These all point to drastic action to 
try to bring the man back to his senses. Jesus spoke about this kind of Church 
discipline in Matt 18:15-17. 4 levels
1. Speak to the person alone
2. If they don't listen bring along one or two others
3. If they still won't listen get the whole church involved
4. Finally treat them as a heathen or tax-collector (i.e. excommunicate them, treat them as a non-believer) if 
they still refuse to listen.
It would appear that this man was at the final stage (see 5:4 -'when you are 
gathered together'). The 'destruction of the flesh' could mean physical death or 
affliction (it did in the case of Ananias and Sapphira) or simply to deal with the sinful 
nature. The aim is to make the person feel ashamed for their sin, so that they 
repent.

• 2Cor 2:5-8 indicates that this man repented! Paul then encourages them to receive 
him back and forgive him. This is the goal of true Church discipline- it is not 
pleasant at the time but yields good fruit.

• A word about 6:1-11. Is it ever right to go to court against another Christian? I think 
here we need to look at the context of what Paul is saying. He is right in the middle 
of discussing Church discipline regarding sexual immorality. He is challenging them 
that they have been slow to excercise godly judgement concerning someone in 
gross, unrepentant sin. But at the same time, Paul says, they have been quick to 
take each other to a secular court over minor matters. The point Paul is trying to 
make is that God has invested within His Holy people the ability to judge whether 
something is right or wrong and to bring about necessary discipline. I don't believe 
here Paul is ruling out forever the possibility of going to court against a Christian, 
but rather pointing out to them their neglect of their responsibilities regarding 
Church discipline. The matters they have gone to secular judges about really should 
have been sorted out through Church discipline. However, we are not naive and are 
aware that some matters need to go further than a local church level. For instance, 
where child-abuse has taken place, or murder, or assault, marital violence etc. 
Divorce has to go through the laws of the land to take place, and although God 
does not like divorce due to the pain it causes there is such a thing as biblical 
divorce.

• Often we avoid confrontation because it is unpleasant. Is there something that 
God/someone else has challenged in you that needs to change? Is there something 
in someone else you know God is flagging up to you to challenge but you have 
neglected doing it?

God wants us to keep our bodies holy
• In his final addressing of this issue of sexual immorality Paul gives the reason 

sexual sins should be sorted out rather than indulged.
• Temptation given into can develop into a stronghold- 6:12 'I will not be brought 

under the power of any'. Even good things, such as eating can become an addiction 
if done with the wrong motives (such as greed).

• Our bodies are not ours to do with as we please- they belong to God ultimately 
6:13. We were bought at a costly price- the blood of Jesus (6:20). Our bodies are 
God's temple- He lives in us. Therefore we should respect our bodies as palaces fit 
for the King.

• Dualism was an ancient belief that the body was evil and the spirit good. In 6:14 
Paul makes it clear that Jesus' physical body was raised up and so shall ours be. 
Therefore the body is not to be thought of as evil and the spirit good. What we do in 
the body has an effect on our spirits, therefore we should not abuse them.

• Sex is like a glue that joins 2 people together at the deepest level. According to the 
Bible the 2 become 1 flesh (see Gen 2:24). God in Genesis designed this closest of 



unions to take place between a man and a woman within the covenant (contract) of 
marriage. We are one with Christ, therefore we should not join with a prostitute- it 
degrades the body of Christ.

• 'Every other sin is outside the body'- v18. Here Paul is saying, I believe, that when 
we sin sexually it is different from other sins which cause harm to others- we are 
actually harming ourselves by desecrating our temples- the place God designed to 
be His dwelling place. We are defiling our own bodies. In this way there are 
similarities to self-abuse habits such as self-harm, running ourselves down in 
conversation, smoking, self-hatred, bulimia. We are cheapening up something 
beautiful that Christ designed and died for. Therefore we should have self-respect 
for our bodies, and learn to love ourselves as Christ loves us.

• What if we've messed up? We all have (1John 1:8). Remember you are a new 
creation. The old has gone, the new has come (2Cor 5:17)! If we confess our sins 
He is faithful and just to forgive us and cleanse us from all unrighteousness (1John 
1:9). Think about how brand new the woman caught in adultery felt after Jesus did 
not condemn her. However, Jesus said 'go and sin no more' (John 8:11). We need 
to confess our sins to God openly (and perhaps be accountable to someone) and 
then be of the mindset to sin no more- to get all the leaven out of every room.

Summary
• The Church must set the example in morality
• We must dare to discipline
• God wants us to keep our bodies holy

Song: Purify my heart


